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Imagine Prep confi rms tuburculosis case

Classes will go 
over disasters 
through May

Surprise residents 
interested in learning 
how to volunteer in an 
emergency or disaster 
situation will soon get 
hands-on training. 

The Surprise Fire-
Medical Department is 
offering free Community 
Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) training 
during several classes in 
May.

CERT is a FEMA 
program that educates 
volunteers about disaster 
preparedness for the 
hazards that may impact 
their area and trains 
them in basic disaster 
response skills, such as 
fi re safety, light search and 
rescue, team organization 
and disaster medical 
operations. 

The course covers:
• Disaster Prepared-ness
• Fire Suppression
• Medical Operations 
• Light Search and 

Rescue Operations
• Psychology and Team 

Organization

• Disaster Simulation
A grant from the Arizona 

Department of Homeland 
Security is paying for the 
training Tuesday, May 7; 
Thursday, May 9; Saturday, 
May 11; Tuesday, May 14; 
Thursday, May 16 and 
Saturday, May 18.

The Tuesday and 
Thursday classes run 
from 6 to 9 p.m., while 
the Saturday classes are 
scheduled from 8 a.m. to 
noon.

All sessions must be 
completed for certifi cation. 
Makeup classes will not be 
offered.

Classes will be held in 
the Surprise Fire-Medical 
Administration Building, 
14250 W. Statler Plaza, 
#101.

For information, or to 
register for the CERT 
training, call 623-222-5000.

IF YOU GO
What: Community Emergency 
Response Team training
When: Several dates in May
Where: Surprise Fire-Medical 
Administration Building, 14250 
W. Statler Plaza, #101
Cost: Free
Information: 623-222-5000

Surprise Fire 
offers training
for emergency 
preparedness

Arts group
puts breaks 
on peace pole 
near City Hall

The Surprise Arts 
and Cultural Advisory 
Commission voted to 
postpone accepting the 
Rotary Club of Surprise’s 
donation of a 20-foot 
“peace pole” outside 
City Hall, 16000 N. Civic 
Center Plaza.

Commissioners said 
they want to explore 
other sites across the city 
before agreeing to the 
installation of the steel 
pole, called “May Peace 
Prevail on Earth.”

While most of the 
commissioners said 
they like the proposed 
location, they couldn’t 
accept the application 
without seeing other 
potential spots fi rst.

GROWTH

City annexes 
about 20 acres 
for 62 homes

The City Council 
voted April 2 to annex 
approximately 20 acres 
of unincorporated land 
as part of the Saddlehorn 
Ranch development, 
about a half mile north 
of Happy Valley Road, on 
the east of 151st Avenue.

The Council also voted 
to rezone the land at the 
same meeting, changing 
it from Residential 
Ranch to Residential 
Low Density. That means 
3.1 units per acre will be 
allowed to be built there, 
instead of one per acre.

About 62 homes are 
planned for the area.

ASSISTANCE

Cities team 
up to help pay 
utility bills

The cities of Surprise 
and El Mirage are 
teaming up to host walk-
in utility assistance 
events throughout the 
month. The next two are 
Thursdays, April 18 and 
25.

School offi cials at Imagine 
Preparatory charter 
school, 14850 N. 156th Ave., 
are confirming a case of 
tuberculosis.

Principal Chris McComb 
sent a letter to parents on 
April 9 to inform them about 

the disease, but neither school 
officials nor the Maricopa 
County Department of Public 
Health has said whether the 
infected person is a student 
or a staff member.

“Tuberculosis is 
contagious, but it is not a 

highly contagious disease, 
and this is not an emergency 
situation,” Mr. McComb’s 
letter to parents read.

The letter, which was 
sent to parents of multiple 
schools in the Imagine chain, 
said students and staff who 

think they could have been 
exposed to the disease will be 
screened.

Public Health offi cials met 
with parents the day after the 
letter was sent out to answer 
questions they had.

The Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
reported tuberculosis is 
caused by bacteria and 
spread through the air 
from one person to another. 
Symptoms include a 
persistent bad cough, chest 
pain and coughing up blood.

Surprise loses
top planner
after 5-year

tenure of growth
By Jason Stone
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Surprise’s loss is turning 
into Glendale’s gain.

Economic Development 
Director Eric Fitzer will be 
leaving Surprise this week 
to take over the as the new 
Development Services Di-
rector for the City of Glen-
dale on Monday, April 22.

Mr. Fitzer is replacing 
Sam McAllen as Glendale 
enters a key period in its ur-
ban growth.

He leaves Surprise after 
five years as the top city 
planner.

“I am excited for this op-
portunity to join Glendale’s 
progressive leadership team 
at the exact time that eco-
nomic development is go-
ing strong in the city,” Mr. 
Fitzer said in a statement 
announcing his hiring. “This 
is a chance for me to use my 
background and expertise 
to support and build a great 
team and drive excellence 
in operations and custom-
er service.”

Surprise City Manager 
praised Mr. Fitzer’s tenure 
with the city.

“Eric accomplished a 
lot during his time in Sur-
prise,” Mr. Frazier said. “I 
am thankful for Eric’s ser-
vice and leadership and wish 
him all the best in his next 
endeavor.”

Among his accomplish-
ments in Surprise, Mr. 
Fitzer led the city’s Com-

munity Development team 
at what Mr. Frazier calls “a 
signifi cant time of growth.”

In addition to leading the 
development of several new 
commercial and residential 
projects, Mr. Fitzer was key 
in bringing Ottawa Universi-
ty Arizona’s campus to Sur-
prise.

During his time here, he 
also oversaw the creation 
of a Heritage Overlay Dis-
trict, the city’s fi rst Arts and 
Culture Master Plan, the re-
vision of the sign code and 

the launch of an update to 
the Land Development Or-
dinances and Planning and 
Engineering Design Stan-
dards.

City spokeswoman Virgin-
ia Mungovan said a “compet-
itive recruitment process” 
will be underway soon to 
find Mr. Fitzer’s replace-
ment.

Mr. Fitzer brings 14 years 
of experience in the public 
sector to Glendale, where 

Glendale hires Fitzer
to lead its development

>> See Fitzer on page 5

Surprise Community Development Director Eric Fitzer will be leaving his 
job this week to take over as the new Development Services Director for 
the City of Glendale. Mr. Fitzer, shown here talking to residents at the 
State of the City celebration on March 28, oversaw a period of growth 
in Surprise that included bringing Ottawa University Arizona to the city. 
[Jason Stone/Independent Newsmedia]

City spring egg hunt Saturday
The City of Surprise is hosting its annual Spring 

Eggstravaganza this weekend on the Kansas City Royals 
practice fi elds at Surprise Stadium, 15930 N. Bullard Ave. 
The free family event begins at 7:30 a.m.


